Declarations of Candidacy

Intro:
The Missouri House approved a proposal requiring candidates running for the country’s top office to prove they are a natural born citizen by providing a copy of their birth certificate to the secretary of state’s office.  Supporters claim the proposal is a good piece of election reform while opponents claim it is an attack on the country’s president, Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House approved a proposal requiring candidates running for the country’s highest office to prove they are a natural born citizen before being placed on the ballot.


The legislation requires candidates running for president and vice president to present their birth certificates to the Secretary of State to prove they are natural born citizens.


The sponsor of the proposal claims his legislation is intended to protect voters.
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“This is truly just a voter protection bill and that when they go to the polls to vote on a candidate for president and vice-president they are voting on who they say they are.”

The legislation also requires the birth certificate to be considered public record after being submitted to the Secretary of State’s office.


However opponents argue the proposal is a waste of time.
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“There is a certification process that has never failed in the history of this country to work.


Why we should want to continue this slander and make it institutionalized is beyond me, we ought to rise above this and get back to the business of trying to put people back to work in the state of Missouri.”

Despite heated objections, lawmakers approved the bill along a party line vote.


The proposal now heads to the Senate for consideration….reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
