Missouri House of Representatives Week in Review 3-1-13
Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives wrapped up another busy week as legislation continues to move through the political process.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on the past week in the Missouri House.
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Lawmakers finished the past week in the Capitol City with a flurry of activity.

((NATS))


The Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to provide parents with more information regarding the schools in their school district.


The Parent and Community School Information Act requires the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to produce a report card for each school and charter school in the state.


Supporters of the grade card proposal claim the legislation is all about information.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“We can’t do anything in making the system better if we don’t know what the system is doing and that is why this bill is important.”

The legislation also states the grade card must be easy to understand and easily accessible for all parents in the state.


However not everyone agrees with the idea, some worry the bill will have unintended consequences.


Super:
Rep. Margo McNeil



(D) Florissant


“Schools that are labeled D or F will be seen as failures and yes I do believe that parents will want to initiate change but the change will most likely initiate is a change in location of their child’s school, moving to a different district.” 


Lawmakers approved the education proposal with more than one hundred twenty-five yes votes and sent it to the Senate for consideration.

((NATS))


The Missouri House approved a proposal changing the state’s employment law to mirror federal regulations.


House Bill three twenty makes it tougher for fired employees to sue their former employers.


Supporters of the proposal claim the legislation will help create a better business climate in the state.


Super:
Rep. Kevin Engler



(R) Farmington


“Will this be some magical cure for better business?

No but we have to do building blocks, we have to take care of our workers comp and our employment insurance.


We have to make what every company who came to my town that was looking for an environment where they can make money.”

The Missouri House approved the employment law change by a vote of ninety-four to fifty-five and sent the bill to the Senate for consideration.

((NATS))


Rounding out the week…lawmakers continue to work on their version of the state’s two thousand fourteen operating budget.

Like the Governor’s budget, the House’s budget is partly based off of three legislative proposals but only one of those proposals has made its way through the House.


Super:
Rep. Rick Stream



(R) Kirkwood


“All three of those other initiatives the circuit breaker, the tax amnesty and streamline sales tax are still in my budget…I plan to leave them in my budget until such time that we don’t pass those pieces of legislation through.”

Members of the House Budget committee continue to work through their version of the state’s budget and hope to send it to the House floor in the coming weeks…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
