MO House Approves School Information Act
Intro:
The Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to provide more information to parents regarding the schools in the state.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how a proposed school grade card aims to better inform parents when it comes to their children’s education.
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Lawmakers approved a proposal aiming to provide parents with better information regarding the schools in their school district.


House Bill three eighty-eight creates the Parent and Community School Information Act.


The legislation requires the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to produce a report card for each school and charter school in the state.


Supporters of the grade card proposal claim the legislation is all about giving parents more information.


Super:
Rep. Jay Barnes


(R) Jefferson City

“We are ensuring that parents are informed of whether the school their children attends is successful, is mediocre or is having great difficulty and in fact failure to properly educate those children.” 

The legislation also states the grade card must be easy to understand and easily accessible for all parents in the state.


However not everyone supports the new grade card, some believe it will have unintended consequences.
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“Schools that are labeled D or F will be seen as failures and yes I do believe that parents will want to initiate change but the change they most likely will initiate is a change in location of their child’s school, moving to a different district.”

Lawmakers approved the school grade card legislation with more than one hundred twenty-five yes votes.


The proposal now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
