MO House Leadership Members React to the 2015 State of the State Address
Intro:	Governor Jay Nixon delivered his legislative platform for the two thousand fifteen legislative session in front of a packed House chamber during his annual State of the State address.  Jonathan Lorenz caught up with several lawmakers in attendance to get their thoughts on the Governor’s prime time speech.
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	Lawmakers from both sides of the aisle listened to Governor Jay Nixon’s legislative priorities for two thousand fifteen during his annual State of the State address.
	Nixon’s address covered a myriad of topics but didn’t contain the specifics lawmakers were hoping to hear.

	Super:	Speaker John Diehl
		(R) Town and Country

	“It was statements of things like we need to look at transportation funding…well we all know that or the only specific proposals that the Governor made tonight going forward were more social spending, more government programs and expanding the role of government and I think those things are going to face a very difficult road here in the General Assembly.”
	
During his speech, Nixon also presented his proposed budget for two thousand sixteen.
	His budget calls for an increase of more than one hundred twenty-five million dollars for the state’s education foundation formula.
	However part of the increase requires the General Assembly to pass several pieces of new legislation, including expanding Medicaid. 

	“We have to go off the facts, we have to go off of the actual numbers and the actual numbers submitted tonight by the Governor was about a fifty to sixty million dollar increase in k through twelve for the foundation formula and that’s probably pretty consistent with the numbers that we had in mind for the budget tonight the rest of it’s purely rhetoric.”
	 
	On the other side of the aisle, the House’s top democrat likes the approach because it attaches consequences to not passing the legislation.

	Super:	Rep. Jacob Hummel
		(D) St. Louis
	
“So if we don’t get this done we’re looking at you know a hundred fifty million dollar funding less for this and fifty million dollars less for that, I mean I think it is important for people to realize the consequences of not passing the legislation.”

	The budget process now begins as lawmakers craft their version of the state’s operating budget based off of the Governor’s recommendations…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.	



