MO House Leadership Reacts to the 2014 State of the State Address

Intro:
Governor Jay Nixon’s annual State of the State address brought out unique emotions from lawmakers on both sides of the aisle in the Missouri House of Representatives.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on what lawmakers had to say about the Governor’s prime time speech.
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Governor Jay Nixon presented his State of the State address in front of a packed House chamber; raucous cheers from one side of the aisle… followed by pensive stares from the other complemented the prime time speech.


Most of the Governor’s speech focused on his proposed budget for two thousand fifteen.

Governor Nixon proposed a twenty-eight billion dollar budget, the largest in state history.

Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“I did not hear one single, proposed substantive legislative solution to any of the challenges facing our state, it was all based upon the fact that if we throw more money at our problems that will some how solve the problems that we have.”

Nixon’s two thousand fifteen budget includes an increase of more than two hundred seventy-five million dollars for elementary and secondary education.


This proposed increase would put the state on a two year path to fully fund the state’s foundation formula for education.


Super:
Rep. Jacob Hummel



(D) St. Louis


“Very excited about the Governor’s budget proposal, I think it has been a long time coming that we can finally afford to fully fund the foundation formula and in two years that is a wonderful thing.”


However not everyone agrees with the Governor’s budget proposal.

House leadership claims Nixon based his budget on lofty economic predictions.


Nixon’s budget calls for more than five percent growth over the next fiscal year while House and Senate leaders are budgeting for revenue to grow by four point two percent.


Super:
Rep. Rick Stream



(R) Kirkwood


“We are not going to go along with those numbers we are going to hold the line on what we think the spending should be, continue to balance the budget as we see fit and make the necessary cuts to what he proposed.”

“I think that what we need to do is move forward with the Governor’s number and we will see from there, I mean it is his job to make sure we have a balanced budget.”


Following the Governor’s prime time speech, lawmakers now being the process of crafting the state’s two thousand fifteen operating budget.


Lawmakers must truly agree and finally pass the state’s budget by May ninth at six p. m. reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
