House Gives Schools Greater Budget Flexibility

Anchor Intro: An education bill passed by the House would give school districts greater budget flexibility. Trevor Fox reports from the State Capitol.

The wide-ranging education bill passed by the House contains a provision that will free up additional dollars for school districts currently struggling to make ends meet. The bill removes a requirement that districts use one percent of their state money for professional development. Bill sponsor, Rep. Maynard Wallace of Thornfield, says the change will give schools additional budget flexibility.
Wallace actuality

“We can save $30 million going to our schools without spending any more money. We’re not spending another dime of state money. It just allows them freedom to use that $30 million as they see fit rather than as we say.”
Former teacher Rep. Linda Fischer of Bonne Terre supported the idea. She says she has firsthand experience with funds being used for professional development at the cost of improving the quality of education.
Fischer actuality

“As a former school teacher, oftentimes I was told we don’t have money for supplies, construction paper, those things in my classroom to enrich the education of my students, but yet I had money to go to Tan-Tar-A and spend the weekend on a very heavy price tag workshop.”
If the bill becomes law, schools will be allowed to ignore the professional development requirement for the next two years. Reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Trevor Fox.
