Education Budget Completed

Anchor Intro: With the passage of the state budget this week, lawmakers approved more than $5.3 billion in funding for elementary and secondary education. Trevor Fox reports from the state Capitol 

The spending plan approved by the Missouri General Assembly sustains current funding levels to the school foundation formula that funds K–12 education. The chairman of the House Education Appropriations Committee, Mike Thomson of Maryville, says that while schools won’t see an increase this year, they won’t see a reduction in funding either.
Thomson Actuality
“Schools are not going to get less. They know what to expect and I think probably they were expecting a cut. We did not do that. They will get the same as we have this year.”

But critics say the legislature should have found a way to fund an increase even during a tough budget year. Rep. Sara Lampe of Springfield says the current plan will put schools in a difficult position.
Lampe actuality

“Are we going to increase class size in many of our schools? It is highly likely. Is it highly likely that local school districts are going to have to pass a tax levy in order to be able to get their children to school? Very likely because we have not made the decisions to make children a number one priority.”
The education funding bill now moves to the governor’s desk for approval. Reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Trevor Fox.
