Anchors: Missourians would need a photo ID in order to vote under legislation given first-round approval by the Missouri House this week. Trevor Fox reports from the State Capitol.

The House approved legislation that would create a “no excuse” early voting period before each election as well as require voters to present photo identification when voting. Bill sponsor, Rep. John Diehl of Town and Country says the bill will change the elections process for the better.

“House Bill 1966 does a few things that will modernize our election process and will make it easier to vote and harder to cheat,” said Diehl. “What House Bill 1966 does is introduce concepts which are very popular with the voting public and have broad public support.”

Much of the discussion on the bill focused on the photo ID requirement that Diehl is meant to address the issue of voter fraud. Critics argue the problem of voter fraud is non-existent. Rep. John Burnett of Kansas City says the purpose of the requirement is clear.
“The only reason we are trying to tighten the requirements on this is to deny the vote to elderly people, to disabled people and to minority people in the state of Missouri.” 

Diehl argued that point by saying the bill includes provisions to ensure Missourians are not denied the right to vote.
The legislation requires another vote in the House before moving to the Senate. Reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Trevor Fox.
