House Approves Autism Mandate
Anchor Intro:
The Missouri House approves a bill to require state-regulated health insurers to provide coverage for children with autism.  Trevor Fox reports from the State Capitol.

The plan passed by the House would cover approximately 27 percent of children with autism. The bill requires insurance companies to cover up to $36,000 annually in behavioral therapy for children with autism up to age 18.  The bill’s sponsor, Rep. Dwight Scharnhorst of St. Louis, says neglecting the needs of children with autism would be costly.
Scharnhorst actuality
“Down the road, ladies and gentlemen, if these children aren’t treated and these families aren’t helped, society is looking at a cost, per child, of anywhere from 3 to 4 million dollars.”



Some lawmakers expressed concerns about imposing a mandate on the private sector. Rep. Eric Burlison of Springfield says the mandate will have an impact on the cost of insurance.

Burlison actuality
“This will raise premiums, whether it’s one percent, three percent, five percent … that’s all debatable. But, it’s clear there will be some kind of increase.”
Scharnhorst countered that studies have shown the mandate will increase premiums by less than one percent.

The bill passes out of the House with more than one hundred thirty yes votes and now heads to the Senate for debate. Reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Trevor Fox.
